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What causes war? How can wars be prevented? Scholars and policymakers have sought the

answers to these questions for centuries. Although wars continue to occur, recent scholarship has

made progress toward developing more sophisticated and perhaps more useful theories on the

causes and prevention of war. This volume includes essays by leading scholars on contemporary

approaches to understanding war and peace.The essays include expositions, analyses, and

critiques of some of the more prominent and enduring explanations of war. Several authors discuss

realist theories of war, which focus on the distribution of power and the potential for offensive war.

Others examine the prominent hypothesis that the spread of democracy will usher in an era of

peace. In light of the apparent increase in nationalism and ethnic conflict, several authors present

hypotheses on how nationalism causes war and how such wars can be controlled. Contributors also

engage in a vigorous debate on whether international institutions can promote peace. In a section

on war and peace in the changing international system, several authors consider whether rising

levels of international economic independence and environmental scarcity will influence the

likelihood of war.
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Not as thick as War and Peace, just as readable, more scientific.

Like most of "International Security" readers, this is also a compendium of realist authors in IR

theory. It is more of the same until you read the wonderful response to John Mearsheimer written by

Alexander Wendt. His text is worth the book. Even today Mearsheimer doesn't understand what

Wendt has to say so well. If you're really into realism, maybe you should check (from the same

series) "Perils of Anarchy". I think it's a lot better.

"Theories of War and Peace" edited by Brown, et. al. gives the reader of International Relations a

"one stop shop" of various theories of International Relations. The list of contributors to this volume

is impressive and the editors arrange the essays in such a way as to naturally follow and even (at

times) rebut that which came before.
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